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Excellencies

Distinguished colleagues

Ladies and Gentleman

     As Chair of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of you on the occasion of this event marking the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, and hereby officially open this panel discussion.    

The Committee is very honoured to have with us the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Right, Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, who will provide the opening address.

I warmly welcome Mr. Hubert René Schilliger, Director of the Geneva Office of Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung and would like to especially thank Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung for supporting this event.

I would also like to recognize and extend a very special welcome to our speakers: 

· H.E. Mr. Peter Sørensen, Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations Office and other international organisations in Geneva

· H.E. Ms. Cecilia Rebong, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Philippines to the United Nations Office at Geneva

· H.E. Mr.  Raul Heredia Acosta, Ambassador and Deputy Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United Nations Office at Geneva 
· Reverend Monsignor Robert J. Vitillo, Head of Delegation from Caritas Internationalis and Attache to the Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to the United Nations Office in Geneva
· Ms. Manuela Tomei, Director of Conditions of Work and Equality Department, International Labour Organisation
· Ms. Michele Levoy, Director, Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM) 

· Mr. Mustafa Qadri, Gulf Migrant Rights Researcher, Amnesty International

· Mr. Ashley William Gois, Regional Coordinator of Migrant Forum in Asia

· Mr. Diego Lorente Pérez de Eulate, Director, Centro de Derechos Humanos Fray Matías de Córdova (Mexico)

The Committee joins me in thanking you for your support of this event.

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen
International migration is a complex phenomenon dealing with overlapping issues relating to human rights of migrants, mixed migration flows, international protection, smuggling and trafficking, as well as other push and pull factors affecting migration, which calls for a comprehensive approach placing the human rights of migrants at the forefront.  
The purpose of this event is to not only highlight the multiple human rights abuses faced by migrant workers and challenges for States on how to best address these issues  but to also underline the importance of promoting human rights norms and labour standards, including through increased ratifications of the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.  
The Convention sets out the best strategy to prevent abuses and address the challenges that migrant workers face. It also provides guidance on the elaboration of national migration policies for international co-operation based on respect for human rights and rule of law.  Increasingly, labour migration and mobility is being addressed at the regional and sub-regional levels, and the Convention can also provide important guidance in this respect.  In addition to setting minimum obligations for the protection of migrant workers and members of their families, the Convention is a helpful tool for the governance of migration. The Convention explicitly provides a framework for human-rights based policy-making on migration, including irregular migration. 

Speakers have been asked to focus on current tends regarding violations of human rights of migrant workers and members of their families, challenges for States and promising developments on how to best address these trends in the context of irregular migration flows in the Mediterranean, migrant workers in the Gulf, and undocumented children in the Americas.

It is my great pleasure to now give the floor to Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, the High Commissioner for Human Rights. The Committee is very honoured to have you with us today.

The floor is your, High Commsioner.

[Statement by High Commissioner]

Thank you High Commissioner

We are also very pleased that Mr. Hubert René Schilliger, Director of the Geneva Office of Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung could join us today to make a few remarks.

The floor is your, Mr. Schillinger.

[Statement by Mr. Schillinger]

Thank you.

I would now like to give the floor to Reverend Monsignor Robert Vitillo, Head of Delegation for Caritas Internationalis and Attaché to the Permanent Observer Mission to the Holy See to the United Nations Office at Geneva to provide the historical context for today’s discussion.  

Monsignor, you have the floor.

[Statement by Rev. Msgr. Robert Vitillo]

Thank you Monsignor.

I will give the floor to the moderator for today, Mr. Ibrahim Salama, Director of the Human Rights Treaties Division of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Mr. Salama, you have the floor.  
 [Mr. Salama will moderate both panels, the questions and answers and will give the floor to the ILO for concluding remarks and will also do the wrap-up] 
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