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Now in its 12th year, the Migrants Campaign Month allows the MFA network to particularly and more visibly highlight migrants’ rights issues and universal ratification of international human and labor rights instruments on the following dates:

· 25 November – 10 December – 16 days of Activism to Combat Violence against Women 

· 1 December – International HIV/AIDS Day

· 10 December – International Human Rights Day
· 18 December – International Migrants’ Day

For this year, several relevant processes and developments on migration policies and discourses are taking place. The 2012 MCM comes at an opportune time for the network to take our advocacy to a more amplified level and make migrants rights issues resound in these processes.

2012 is witnessing a number of ratification of international labor and human rights conventions relating to migrant workers. In Asia for instance, Indonesia ratified the Migrant Workers Convention in April 2012 and became the 46th State party to ratify the treaty. The Philippines in September 2012 ratified ILO C189: Decent Work for Domestic Workers and Israel in October 2012 ratified ILO C181: Private Employment Agencies Convention. Civil society in Asia like the MFA network has been instrumental in lobbying with their respective governments for ratification of international human and labor rights covenants that protect migrant workers and members of their families. We were triumphant when Bangladesh ratified the Migrant Workers Convention in 2011, and we gained momentum again when Indonesia followed this year. We do not waiver in our efforts to push not only for ratification but also implementation of these laws. We continue to use MCM as a tool to raise the awareness of migrant workers, their families, media practitioners and the general public regarding the importance of these conventions.

The Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) this year was held in Mauritius. Only a small number of civil society were represented at the Civil Society Days due to limited funds provided for CSO participation. Despite that, MCM paves a good opportunity for the network to step up our lobby work with governments represented at the GFMD and raise with them issues being discussed at the GFMD meetings.

In relation to the GFMD, the discussions on migration and development will be brought back to the United Nations through the High Level Dialogue on Migration and Development (HLD), to be held in the UN Headquarters in New York in 2013. MFA is beginning its preparations for the network's engagement in the process. A series of HLD consultations has taken and will take place, for instance, the recently concluded HLD consultation in Dhaka on October 2012, organized by MFA members in Bangladesh. There will be succeeding consultations in Asia in the coming months until early 2013. Civil society, grassroots organizations, migrants groups and trade unions should have and must push for significant roles in this inter-governmental process. MCM can be used as a platform to raise awareness on the HLD.

The 5th World Social Forum on Migrations (WSFM) is the biggest process in the world that critically looks in to the different facets of migration. On 26-30 November 2012, Manila, Philippines (as the venue of the 5th WSFM) witnessed a large gathering of social movements, networks, NGOs and other civil society organizations, and individuals who are opposed to neoliberal globalization, the restriction of granting citizenship and violations to civil rights, political, economic, social and cultural rights of migrants, displaced persons, refugees and stateless persons. The whole of the MFA network was part of this historic process and continue to realize, together with the rest of the global movement on migrants' rights, that "another world is possible."

As we highlight our advocacy work in the abovementioned processes, MFA members at the same time lined up their grassroots activities for the 2012 MCM. Come join us in this occasion that commemorates the struggles for the full realization of human rights!
	Country
	Organization
	Activity

	East Asia

	Taiwan
	Hsinchu Migrants and Immigrants Services Center (HMISC)
	1 December 2012 

· International AIDS Awareness Day.

In cooperation with the Hsinchu Catholic Diocese Agape Center for AIDS Awareness and Education, HMISC organized an AIDS Awareness and Education campaign for the Filipino migrant workers.  We will soon have the material translated into Bahasa Indonesia and Vietnamese.

18 December 2012 

· International Migrants Day.

Migrant Empowerment Network Taiwan (MENT) has organized a press statement and demonstration in front of the Executive Council in Taipei.  The Executive Council oversees the Council of Labor Affairs (CLA).  The new chairperson of the CLA has proposed that migrant workers should be delinked from the minimum wage policy and that migrant workers who work in free trade zones should not be protected by the Taiwan Labor Standards Law. If this happens we will be going back to the early 1980s when there was no Labor in Taiwan.  The Labor Law was promulgated in 1984.  The situation in Taiwan is very tense at this moment for migrant workers and we have to lobby with the help of our friends in the media to oppose the neoliberal thinking of this present Taiwan government.



	South Asia

	Bangladesh
	WARBE DF
	25 November 2012

· Discussion Meeting on “Ratification of ILO Convention 189 and its Proper Implementation:  Ensuring Domestic Workers Rights and Dignity”

· Memorandum Submission
Venue: National Press Club, Conference Room
1 December 2012

· Awareness Program on “Right to Health for Migrant Domestic Workers”
Venue: Rupgonj, Narayangonj Upazila Auditorium
2 December 2012

· Discussion Meeting on “Migrant Domestic Workers Rights and Dignity”

Venue: Narshingdi Upazila Auditorium
10 December 2012
· Press Conference on “The Protection and Promotion of Migrant Workers Rights, Dignity and Justice”
Venue: National Press Club, VIP Lounge
17 December 2012
· Press Conference on the significance of International Migrants Day
Venue: Press Information Department (PID) Conference Room
18 December 2012 – International Migrants Day

* activities for IMD run until 20 December 2012

· Colourful Rally
· IMD 2012 will inaugurated by Honourable Prime Minister of Bangladesh Government
· Live Telecast
· Cultural Program
· Stall , exhibition & Job Fair 
· TV and Radio Talk Show
· A program for returnee & outgoing migrants in the Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport  of Bangladesh
Venue: Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka
19 December 2012
· Seminars
· Art Competition
· Debate
· TV and Radio Guesting
· Stall , exhibition & Job Fair
Venue: Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka
20 December 2012
· Seminars
· TV and Radio Guesting
· Stall , exhibition & Job Fair
Venue: Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, Dhaka


	
	ACD
	24 November 2012
· Media campaign (Declaration of one month campaign) – press conference

Venue: Rajshahi
25, 26 and 28 November, and 3 and 4 December 2012
· Rally “Say NO to violence against women, be a real man”

· Theatre for Development (TfD) show on violence against women and child protection
Venue: District and sub-district level

1 December 2012
· Rally for World Aids Day
Venue: ACD to middle point of Rajshahi
9 December 2012

· Rally for Rokeya Day
Venue: Rajshahi City Corporation

10 December 2012

· International Human Rights Day - Rally, gathering and cultural program on “Engage men and boys- promoting gender justice”
Venue: District level
18 December 2012

· Rally, discussion meeting and street theatre
             for International Migrants Day (and campaign for

ILO Convention 189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers)


	India
	
	Pre-migration information campaign in Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil Nadu 
The campaign aims to:

· Raise awareness on the realities of labor migration. 
· Work together with panchayats and the community in the promotion of informed migration.
· Promote the well-being and rights of intending emigrants, migrant workers, returnees and members of their families, especially semi-skilled and low-skilled migrant workers who form the majority of emigrants from the panchayats.
International human and labor rights laws like the UN Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers and their Families, ILO Convention 189 Decent Work for Domestic Workers will be explained to the communities and how these laws protect their rights as workers. 
Intending emigrants and members of their families will be encouraged to plan their work overseas with a view to returning to their families and communities, use their savings earned abroad to create jobs and invest in local livelihood projects and micro enterprises.  
Andhra Pradesh (Organized by Migrants Rights Council and NDWM) 
3-7 December 2012

· Program of awareness to and for migrants
Venue: Kadapa District
18 December 2012
· Public meeting for International Migrants Day
Venue: Indira Park, Hyderabad
Kerala (Organized by NDWM / Migrant Forum India)

17 November 2012
· Inauguration of Migrants’ Month

       Venue: Puthiyathura
24 and 25 November 2012 ; 1, 2, 8, 9 and 18 December 2012

· Street play (Professional) based on Safe Migration and ILO Convention for Domestic Workers and Migrants
Venue: 7 days program at various places in    Karimkulam panchayat on November 24, 25; December 1, 2, 8 and 9, and in Trivandrum on December 18.

25 November 2012 and 9 December 2012
· Seminar for youth on safe migration 
Venue: Karimkulam  (25 November) ; 

             Pulluvila (9 December)

22 November 2012 and 12 December 2012

· Half day Seminar for returnee migrants and family members of migrants  
Venue: Puthiyathura (22 November) ;

             Kochupally (12 December)

8 December 2012 

· Seminar for migrant children 

Venue: Puthiyathura
18 December 2012

· Concluding program of migrant month and International Migrants Day Celebration 

Venue: Trivandrum City  
Tamil Nadu (10 day activity beginning 10 December 2012 organized by Migrant Forum India)
Venue: Marungoor and Rajakkamangalamdurai (Kanyakumari district), Tamil Nadu

A cultural team of Kalari from Kanyakumari diocese will help facilitate street theater with a migration theme. 
18 December 2012 
Culmination of the 10 day activity will be held in a form of a conference where 200 participants including returnee migrants, families, and domestic workers groups are expected to attend and rally for International Migrants Day


	Nepal
	POURAKHI
	7 December 2012

· Sharing program on the WSFM with concerned stakeholders and government ministries
Venue: Foreign Employment Promotion Board Hall, 1:00- 3:00pm
12 December 2012

· Orientation on ‘Nexus between Migration and Trafficking’
Venue: POURAKHI Hall, 1:00 – 4:00pm
16 December 2012
· Interaction on the recruitment process of women migrant workers
Venue: TBD, 11:00- 4:00pm
18 December 2012

· Rally in all 15 districts in collaboration with all organization working on migration issue

Venue: Kathmandu,Sunsari, Kaski, Morang, Jhapa, Sarlahi, Kanchanpur, Gulmi, Sindhupalchok, Dhading, Rupendehi, Nawalparasi, Chitwan, Makwanpur & Bardiya Districts

18 December 2012

· Welcome and farewell to migrant workers
Venue: International airport, 12:00-3:00pm
19 December 2012

· Workers’ Hearing jointly with National Women Commission
Venue: NWC Hall, 11:00-3:00pm
20 December 2012
· Consultation on the recruitment process of women migrant workers jointly with National Women Commission
Venue: NWC Hall, 1:00-3:00pm



	Southeast Asia

	Indonesia
	Migrant CARE
	18 December 2012

· Mass Rally, in Bundaran HI Jakarta

· Media Briefing on yearly report 2012 on the situation of Indonesian migrant workers, venue: ILO Office. Cooperation between Migrant CARE, ILO Jakarta and National Commission on Violence Against Women

· Journalist Award for Indonesian migrant workers protection, venue: Acacia Hotel.

Migrant CARE in cooperation with Indonesian Journalist Alliance and ICMC provide journalist award for appreciation of the contribution of media in Indonesia to protect and promote the rights of Indonesian migrant workers 



	Philippines
	Center for Migrant Advocacy (CMA)

	5 December 2012 
· Public forum on UN MWC’s LOIPR (list of issues prior to reporting) on the Philippines for its second periodic report to the Committee – 
Venue: Metro Manila, jointly organized by the Commission on Human Rights
7 December 2012

· CMA's 10th anniversary, "A decade of migrants rights advocacy -- CMA reflects on the state of affairs of Filipino migration"  
Venue: CMA office, Quezon City

13 December 2012

· Journey towards realizing Decent Work for Domestic Workers in the Philippines, Noel Cabangon benefit concert

Venue: PETA Theater, Quezon City, organized by the Philippine Technical Working Group on Domestic Work

18 December 2012
· National Forum on Migration 

Venue: Social Security System Building, Quezon City, organized by the Inter-Agency Committee for the Month of Overseas Filipinos, Philippine Migrants Rights Watch (PMRW) 



	
	Kanlungan
	18 December 2012 
· In celebration of International Migrants Day, Kanlungan and the City Government of Caloocan will enter into a Memorandum of Agreement that will create programs and policy for the advancement of migrants’ rights and welfare. The MOU is part of the organizations’ strategic agenda for the advancement of the social movement and part of building structures of care and governance.


	Singapore
	TWC2
	16 December 2012

· Sports day for migrant workers: volleyball and futsal games with leagues for male and female workers
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18 December 2012
· “Beyond the Border, Behind the Men” film and photo exhibit. 

Three young Singaporeans showcase a rarely seen side of Bangladeshi migrant workers through short film and photo exhibition timed to coincide with International Migrants Day on 18th December. For more information, contact Ms. Bernice Wong, +65 9769 8301; bernicewsf@gmail.com


	West Asia

	Lebanon
	Caritas Lebanon Migrant Center (CLMC)
	25 November – 10 December
· 16 days of Activism to Combat Violence against Women : awareness session for women at risk (migrants and refugees)

4 December 2012 

· Recreational activity at the Shelter Rayfoun.  
5-8 December 2012 

· Exhibition to sell the handcrafts of the migrant workers at the shelters and safe house with the Institute Francais-  Beyrouth

7-8 December 2012

· Christmas exhibition for migrants to sell their products with the convent of Sister of Charity, Achrafieh.

8 December 2012
· Spiritual Day at Shelter Rayfoun.

10 December 2012

· Human Rights ‘ Day : Violence against women awareness session for the migrant workers

11-14 December 2012
· Camp for women migrant workers in Shelter Lakseta and Safe House: they will be preparing an activity to advocate their rights at the 16th December event.
15 December 2012
· Interview on the Radio for the migrants’ day and Radio 1812. Rotana Delta - to advocate the migrants’ rights.

16 December 2012 

· International Migrants’ Day celebrating with the migrants communities in Lebanon and projection of the documentary: Strangers in the country of Hospitality – Migrant women in prison.

17-18 December 2012

· Training of the recruitment agencies on the code of conduct for further protection of the migrant domestic workers. 
21 December 2012

· Migrant Children activity day in Beth Aleph School  for children of migrants in school rupture
25 December 2012
· Celebrating Christmas for the Sri Lankan community at the Laksetha Shelter- an open activity for the communities if they want to join.

26 December 2012 
· Celebrating the migrant’s day at the Safe house shelter with the CLCM Staff and women migrants at the shelter.

27 December 2012 

· Celebrating the migrant’s day at the Rayfoun shelter with the CLCM Staff and women migrants at the shelter.

7 January 2013 

Celebrating the Ethiopian Christmas by having a field trip for the Ethiopian women at the shelters and safe house with the Ethiopian community.
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