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To the Government of the Republic of South Korea,
Through its Diplomatic Office in Kathmandu, Nepal

We, the Migrant Forum in Asia, a regional network of non-government organizations (NGOs),
grassroots associations and trade unions of migrant workers, and individual advocates of the
human and labour rights, and welfare of migrant workers, having just convened a regional
workshop on ‘Migration, Detention and Deportation’, here in Kathmandu, Nepal from 9-12
December 2007, having listened to and deliberated on the said theme in various country
contexts, express grave concern on the current situation of migrant workers in the region who
are currently facing targeted crackdowns, and arbitrary and unilateral decisions on deportations
in several host countries.

We, the members of the Migrant Forum in Asia, and partners and participants of the workshop
are shocked by the recent arrest of President Kajiman, Vice President Raju and General
Secretary Masum of the Seoul-Gyeonggi-Incheon Migrants' Trade Union (MTU) in Korea on 27
November 2007.

The arrest of these leaders, two of whom are Nepal nationals, is an obvious act of direct labor
repression against the MTU.

MTU is a trade union by and for migrant workers in South Korea founded in 2005, and is an
affiliate of the Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU). Since its founding, MTU has
been at the forefront of a just campaign to win the human and labor rights of migrant workers in
South Korea and call attention to the problems with the South Korean government's policy
towards migrant workers. The arrest of these leaders is an act of repression against their
activities, which include challenging the policy of arbitrary crackdown and detention of
undocumented migrant workers, and the grave human rights abuses that arise from it.

In solidarity with the MTU and their struggle we resolve not to remain silent in the midst of gross
human and labour rights violations that occur in targeted crackdowns on undocumented migrant
workers, which undermine the human dignity of persons and give rise to undesirable situations
that threaten the peace and stability of society and the world of work in which migrant workers
labour to secure a living wage to support themselves and their families in their countries of
origin.

The policy of targeted crackdowns on undocumented migrant workers undertaken by the South
Korean government in its attempt to put and end to the activities of the MTU is a gross violation
of their labour rights as confirmed by the decision of the Korean High Court on February 2007.

We, therefore call on the South Korean government to meet the following demands.

1. Free President Kajiman, Vice President Raju and General Secretary Masum
immediately!

2. Stop the Repression against the targeted crackdown and repression against the
Migrants Trade Union!

3. No human being is illegal. Stop the crackdown and deportation of migrants in South

Koreal!
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